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There was another legal flaw. According to s. 8 of the Act of
1842, the Bodleian Library at Oxford, the Cambridge University
Library, the Advocates' Library at Edinburgh, and the Library
of Trinity College, Dublin, were also entitled to receive a free
copy of any work demanded by them, provided the demands
were made within twelve months of publication. The copy
demanded had presumably to be delivered within one month of
the demand, a condition almost impossible at that time in so far as
the British possessions overseas were concerned. The Lord
Chancellor (Lord Cairns), discussing the Act of 1842 in the case
of Routkdge v. Low, stated: "By the eighth section, copies of
every book are to be delivered to various public libraries in the
United Kingdom within one month after demand in writing, an
enactment which in the case of a publication at the Antipodes
could not be complied with."1
It appears very doubtful whether or not these four libraries
had the right to free copies of colonial books. The Act itself was
silent on this point, and in practice no demands were ever made.
With regard to the Bodleian Library, for instance, evidence is
given by the statement of the Oxford University Commissioners:
"Although the Copyright Act [1842] extends to the Colonies,
no steps whatever appear to be taken to secure to the Bodleian
those colonial publications to which it is by law entitled."2
We have already mentioned3 Mr Adam Black's gallant attempt
to amend and consolidate the copyright acts by introducing, in
1864, a Bill that was definitely intended to apply to the whole of
the British Empire.
One of the most cogent reasons why the deposit of colonial
works in the British Museum was not very successful at first was
that the colonial publishers knew little and cared less about the
passing and repealing of laws relating to the subject of book
deposits. Moreover, we believe it to have been a little-known fact
that the International Copyright Act of 1886 deprived the de-
pository libraries in Great Britain of whatever theoretical privi-
lege they may have presumed to possess in regard to the receipt
of gratuitous colonial copies. Section 8 (b) of the above Act read
1  (1868) L.R. 3 H.L. 100, at p. 107.
2  Parliamentary Papers, 1852, vol. xxi, p. 120.
3  See ante, p. 89.